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Wisconsin Commercial Ports Association 
Annual Meeting 

 

Thursday, August 27, 2015 
 

 
 

The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Commercial Ports Association was hosted by the Port of 
Milwaukee on August 27, 2015.  The meeting, held at Port of Milwaukee Offices, 2323 S. 
Lincoln Memorial Drive, Milwaukee, WI 53207, was called to order by President Haen at 1:00 
p.m.  
 

Ports Present:  
 President Dean Haen Port of Green Bay 
 Mark Walter Port of Green Bay 
 Paul Braun Port of Manitowoc 
 Larry Sullivan  Port of Milwaukee 
 Betty Nowak Port of Milwaukee 
 Paul Vornholt Port of Milwaukee 
 Marty Olejniczak Port of Sturgeon Bay 
 Dennis Cherney Port Washington 
 
Others Present:  Many others in attendance including agencies and consultants. 
 
Welcome & Introductions 

Paul Vornholt, Director, Port of Milwaukee, welcomed those in attendance to the Port of 
Milwaukee. Dean Haen welcomed everyone to the annual WCPA meeting and provided a 
background of the WCPA as well as the agenda for the day. Secretary Mark Gottlieb from the 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation then was introduced and outlined some of the freight 
initiatives at the state DOT. A video welcome from US Senator Tammy Baldwin was then 
shown concluding the opening remarks. 
 
WCPA Business Meeting  

Dean Haen then opened the business meeting by discussing the need for a Vice President if 
La Crosse cannot serve. Marty Olejniczak indicated that he would serve as Vice President in 
the absence of La Crosse.  
 
A. Election of Officers for 2015-2016 

a.  President Dean Haen, Port of Green Bay 

b. Vice President John Fisher, Port of La Crosse, Alternate Marty Olejniczak, Port of 
Sturgeon Bay 

c. Treasurer Larry Sullivan, Port of Milwaukee 

A motion to approve slate of officers introduced by Paul Vornholt and seconded by Dennis 
Cherney.  Motion carried unanimously.   
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B. Approval of minutes from 2014 

A motion to approve the minutes from 2014 made by Paul Vornholt and seconded by Dennis 
Cherney.  Motion carried unanimously.   

C. Treasurer’s Report 

Dues for 2015-16 will be sent to members and associates.  Larry Sullivan reported that the 
WCPA current checking account balance is $3,365.75 with expected receipts of $300.  No 
additional expenses are anticipated from Phase II of the Wisconsin Commercial Ports Master 
Plan as grants from WisDOT, WCMP and WEDC and a match from CFIRE will cover the costs 
of the second phase of the study. 

A motion to approve the Treasurers Report was made by Marty Olejniczak and seconded by 
Dennis Cherney.  Motion carried unanimously. 

D. Website Update 

The website is being updated with copies links to the Phase I of the WCPA Master Plan as well 
as more information on each of the ports. Some updates will be undertaken throughout the 
year to ensure it remains up–to-date. 

E. Discussion of Legislative Issues  

Legislative issues were discussed under separate state and federal discussions later in the 
agenda.  

F. Amendment of By-Laws 

Dean Haen presented proposed changes to the By-Laws for discussion.  Proposed changes 
include: adding a definition of “Commercial Port”; changing the membership categories from 
three to two, Executive Members and Associates; increasing the dues to $250 for Executive 
members and $100 for associate members; striking reference to “Board of Directors”; 
elimination of the office of Secretary; adding section on electronic meeting vote.  Larry Sullivan 
suggested that the dues be incremented by $50 each year from $100 to $250 in order to 
prevent ports from leaving the WCPA.  Dean Haen stated that the By-Laws will be edited to 
reflect the changes discussed at the meeting and sent out to the ports for approval. 

G. Wisconsin Marine Historical Society Donation  

Dean Haen made a motion to make a $300 donation to the Wisconsin Marine Historical Society.  
Seconded by Larry Sullivan.  Motion carried unanimously.   

H. Other Business 

No other issues were brought up for discussion. 

I. Set Calendar and Location for Next Year  

The 2016 Annual WCPA meeting will be held in LaCrosse in August 2016.   

State Issues 
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Dean Haen wanted to make sure that the WCPA thanked Jason Serck from the Port of 
Superior for his efforts in getting the Harbor Assistance Program put back into the state budget 
at nearly full funding.  Shari Walz noted that the state budget includes $14.2 million in bonding 
over the next 2 years of the budget. Six HAP grants were awarded in the most recent 
announcement including grants to Manitowoc/Two Rivers; St Marys Cement in Manitowoc; 
Bay Shipbuilding in Sturgeon Bay; Marinette marine; US Oil in Milwaukee and the city of 
Kewaunee. 

The HAP program will be changing from a twice-a-year award to a once-a-year award starting 
next year with grant cycle starting August 1, 2016.The program will have approximately $7 
million to award.  Shari Walz suggested Two Rivers be considered for membership based on 
the WisDOT definition of a commercial port.  The WCPA will look at the WisDOT’s definition to 
make its By-Laws consistent.  Paul Braun asked whether private companies were eligible for 
HAP grants.  Shari Walz indicated that they were as long as their project was included in a 
Statement of Intentions (SOI) filed annually with WisDOT.  Larry Sullivan suggested using the 
Corps of Engineers and WisDOT’s definition of commercial port in the WCPA by-laws.  Larry 
will forward suggested language to Dean Haen.  Craig Thompson From the TDA stated that 
bonding plays an important role in development of infrastructure as long as it is balanced by 
revenue.  Bill Simons from WisDOT stated that ports can make the point that they help to 
reduce congestion on the highways be reducing the number of trucks used to haul material.  
Dean Haen noted that the state has formed a contaminated sediments advisory council to 
address dredge material management.  Lee Swindall from WEDC stated that their involvement 
with the WCPDI helps them to understand the economic impact of the ports to Wisconsin’s 
economy.  Wisconsin needs to fully utilize its ports to make an impact on the economy of the 
state.   

Susan Eichelkraut from the WDNR gave an update on the state ballast water rules at the state 
and national levels.  WDNR would not support the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act (VIDA) as it 
would be less stringent than Wisconsin’s ballast water rules.  VIDA would create a harmonized 
set of ballast water rules nationally.  

Craig Thompson of TDA noted that Governor Walker had proclaimed the week of August 24-
28 Ports Week in Wisconsin.  Kathy Heady from WEDC noted that the WEDC website will 
soon have an interactive Transportation Assets Map.  

Federal Issues  
Steve Fisher noted that the Great Lakes Governors Association and the states as a group 
would like to have a greater role in maritime commerce. They feel it would add to the efficiency 
of the maritime system and tie maritime development to economic development. The AGLP is 
also pressing for a Great lakes Port Authority. 

Larry Sullivan stated that the Ocean Policy Act at the federal levels is an Obama 
Administration Initiative to establish a national ocean policy that would include the Great 
Lakes. It does not appear to have much traction or support outside the administration.  Betty 
Sutton and Steve Fisher provided updates on several other federal issues including the six 
year federal highway bill that currently only includes funding for the first 3 years.  Steve Fisher 
noted that AGLP supports VIDA as does the Chamber of Marine Commerce according to 
Stephen Brooks. 

Port Roundtable 
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Dean Haen gave a brief update on the status of Renard Island and that the Port will be 
undertaking an economic impact study in 2016.  Paul Vornholt noted the Port of Milwaukee 
has spent $1.8 million on a freight rail spur to allow for more movement of freight in the port. 
Milwaukee also has a new tenant at its liquid bulk terminal.  Dennis Cherney from Port 
Washington indicated that they have completed repairs to part of their breakwater and have 
been partnering with the Dennis Sullivan on tours.  Paul Braun from the city of Manitowoc 
noted that higher water levels have helped to eliminate some of the loading issues that the car 
ferry had been experiencing. The Badger has a new coal dust containment system that they 
are working the bugs out of. Marty Olejniczak stated that Bay Shipbuilding in Sturgeon Bay 
received a HAP grant to help complete Phase 2 of 3 of an upgrade to their dockwall and 
facilities. The city is also looking at relocating the tug boat fleet.  He also noted that the USS 
Milwaukee will be commissioned in sturgeon Bay on November 21.  Ken Potrykus from Foth 
gave an update on completed dredging activities in Washington Island, Two Rivers, Kenosha 
and Racine.  Gene Clark noted that a study of beneficial reuse of dredge material has 
completed characterizations of material in Milwaukee, Green Bay and Duluth-Superior. 

Adjourn  

A motion to adjourn was made by Marty Olejniczak and seconded by Larry Sullivan.  Motioned 
carried unanimously. 

Welcome & Introductions 
Mayor Tom Barrett 
Pacesetter Award Presentation 
Betty Sutton, St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation 
Representative Peter Barca 
 
Southeastern Wisconsin “Load Center” 
Adam Schlicht, St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation 
Vince D’Amico, St. Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation 
 
Wisconsin Ports Development Initiative 
Ernie Perry, CFIRE 
 
WDOT State Freight Plan 
Jesse Patchak, WisDOT 
 
Wisconsin Public Trust Doctrine 
Martin Griffin, WDNR 
 
Capitalizing on Great Lakes—St. Lawrence Seaway Investments 
Steven Brooks, Chamber of Marine Commerce 


